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taken up,) is a pretty essay, and deserves to be held in some estimation, though much of it is chimerical.'
Speaking of one who with more than ordinary boldness attacked publick measures and the royal family, he said,
' I think he is safe from the law, but he is an abusive scoundrel; and instead of applying- to my Lord Chief Justice to punish him, I would send half a dozen footmen and have him well clucked1.'
' The notion of liberty amuses the people of England, and helps to keep off the tcedinm -vita. When a butcher tells you that /its heart bleeds for his country, he has, in fact, no uneasy feeling.'
' Sheridan will not succeed at Bath with his oratory. Ridicule has gone clown before him, and, I doubt, Derrick is his enemy2.'
'Derrick may do very well, as long as he can outrun his character; but the moment his character gets up with him, it is all over.'
ft is, however, but just to record, that some years afterwards, when I reminded him of this sarcasm, he said, 'Well, but
1 No. 45 of the North Brilon had been published on April 23, Wilkes was arrested under a general warrant on April 30. On May 6 he was discharged from custody by the Court of Common Picas, before which he had been brought by a writ of Habeas Corpus. A few clays later lie was served with a subpoena upon an information exhibited against him by the Attorney-General in the Court of King's Bench. lie did not enter an appearance, holding, as lie said, the serving him with the subpoena as a violation of the privilege of parliament. Purl, Hist. xv. 1360.
3 Mr. Sheridan was then reading lectures upon Oratory at Bath, where Derrick was Master of the Ceremonies ; or, as the phrase is, KING. BOSWELL. Dr. Parr, who knew Sheridan well, describes him 'as a wrong-headed, whimsical man.' ' I remember,' he continues, 'hearing one of his daughters, in the house
where I lodged, triumphantly repeat Drydcn's Ode upon St. Cecilia's Day, according to the instruction given to her by her father. Take a sample:—
" None but the brave None but the brave None but the brave deserve the
fair."
Naughty Richard [R. B. Sheridan], like Gallic, seemed to care nought for these things.' Moore's Sheridan, i. 9, ir. Sheridan writing from Dublin on Dec. 7, 1771,says:—'Never was partyviolencecarried to such a height as in this session ; the House [the Irish House of Parliament] seldom breaking up till eleven or twelve at night. From these contests the desire of improving in the article of elocution is become very general. There are no less than five persons of rank and fortune now waiting my leisure to become my pupils.' 16. p. 60. See past, July 28, 1763.
Derrickwith all its circumstances, made a strong impression on my mind, and would be registered with peculiar attention.
